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A Rivalry

Rooted In
History

Chemi of the arseblog forums opens up the history
books to understand why Spurs and Arsenal became
the best of enemies.

As some of you may know, Arséne Wenger recently cel-
ebrated his 13 year anniversary with the club. However, for a
significant (and growing) proportion of fans, the anniversary
of the man is the anniversary of the club. Wenger’s towering
presence is such that pre-Wenger history represents a mystery
barely worth knowing. What the inductee to the world of Arse-
nal must know is essentially what their Liverpudlian equiva-
lent must avoid, with the only universally recognisable images
being Charlie George and Michael Thomas doing their duty.
Even those who still grace the club’s record books are memo-
rable only in reference to modern day Wengerites, summed up
by the bust of Herbert Chapman juxtaposed alongside guess
who.

This ignorance is a shame because there is so much to discov-
er and celebrate about the past which formed the club we love
today. For example, while the ardour of new fans to engage

in hatred of Tottenham makes one ponder heart-warmingly
whether it is an innate capacity, knowing why we hate is par-
ticularly crucial as the club’s life becomes ever more entwined
with a single, and undeniably great, man’s life.

We start in 1910. In just 24 years, Woolwich Arsenal - formerly
Dial Square and then Royal Arsenal - had moved out of the
armaments factory in Woolwich and into the Football League,
gone professional and made their way up to the First Division.
One small problem - the club was broke. Languishing in Plum-
stead on the outskirts of London and with every football fan’s
decision over whom to support still dictated by where he lived,
what would become one of the most popular clubs in the world
couldn’t get anyone to watch them. Such was their parlous
state that the club entered voluntary liquidation, as its demise
loomed. To this miserable scene, enter Sir Henry Norris.

Born in 1865, Sir Henry had made his fortune in the south and
west London property market and earned his knighthood
during the First World War. A remarkably well-connected
philanthropist and Freemason, he already had a very strong
connection to the football world via his chairmanship of
Fulham (during which time he rejected the chance to take over
the Stamford Bridge stadium, bringing about the creation of
Chelsea FC). However, for a man who was all about accumulation,
one club wasn’t enough and he thus became majority share-
holder of Woolwich Arsenal in 1910 and chairman two years
later. Norris’ first thought was to merge these two enterprises
to dominate the London area. However, when this plan was
thwarted by the Football League, he focused his attentions on
his new plaything.

The term ‘plaything’ may seem a tad anachronistic but the
truth of the early 20th century was that wealthy owners
abounded and with extra flamboyance. In Norris, Arsenal had
someone whose impact on the club would be comparable to
Abramovich’s on Chelea. His methods would have dumbfounded
the Russian, and the results would make Norris la béte noire
for a certain white-shirted club.

The club moved. Recognising the dearth of support in Plum-
stead, Norris pulled some strings with his personal friend, the
Archbishop of Canterbury, and wangled the recreation ground
of St. John’s College of Divinity in Highbury for a new stadium.
Despite the existence of another club in North London, Norris
considered competition a perfectly healthy thing and the new
Arsenal Stadium was opened in 1913, with the Archbishop
himself naturally signing the title deed. The stadium cost Norris
a cool £125,000 (over £8 million by today’s prices).

The name changed. Why call a club Woolwich Arsenal when it
was in North London? The Woolwich was dropped and Arsenal
Football Club was born, or The Arsenal as they became known
in the press.

The only thing which didn’t change was the results. Relegated
after the 1912-1913 season to the Second Division, The Arsenal
remained there until 1919. Not that promotion had anything
to do with the team’s footballing ability. Instead, it was Norris,
who saw an opportunity when the Football League announced
it was expanding the First Division from 20 to 22 teams. At the
AGM to decide who would take the extra spots, the Football
League unsurprisingly announced that one of the relegated
teams (Chelsea) that season would remain in the First Division.
Rather more surprisingly, the Football League also announced
that the other place would be taken by the club who had
finished fifth in the Second Division that season - Arsenal

FC. As a result, the other team who had been relegated that
season would indeed go down to the Second Division - none
other than Tottenham Hotspur. Although no wrongdoing was
conclusively proved, it was football’s worst kept secret that
Norris’s financial clout and personal magnetism had elevated
his club and condemned their rivals to the shame of the Second
Division. At a stroke, Norris had added enough fuel to the fire
of the conflict between red and white to make it the quintessential
rivalry in the capital.

Ultimately, Norris came a-cropper. Myriad financial irregularities
came to light, with stories of under-the-counter payments and
abused expense accounts culminating in Norris’ eventual ban
for life from football. It marked Norris out as the archetypal
dodgy owner and may still provide solace to those wishing ill
tidings on another capital club with a benefactor. However,
some years before his departure in 1929 from the game and
The Arsenal, Norris made the final contribution to his legacy
by appointing a certain Herbert Chapman to the post of Arsenal
manager. No doubt he would have felt very pleased with
himself indeed as the club he named, moved and established
picked up its third successive league title before his death in
1934. For Arsenal fans today, however, it’s perhaps more enjoyable
to think of how Tottenham fans must have felt. That the ire

of Tottenham fans everywhere is still directed at the former
Arsenal chairman is a constant reminder that, as we celebrate
the achievements of the present under Wenger, we should look
back and realise the achievements of men like Sir Henry Norris
in our club’s long and glorious history.

Derby Day
Breakfasts

Preparation is everything. With that in mind,
Two Halves scouted out some of people behind the
best Arsenal breakfasts going.
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NEWECAN

Café Red Zone

255, Seven Sisters Rd, London, N4 2DD
Prediction: “Arsenal to edge it 1-0.

Van Persie will probably score.”

LEO
The Happening Bagel Bakery
284A Seven Sisters Rd, London, N4 2AA

Prediction:“3-0 to Arsenal. Jermaine
Jenas to receive red card.”

ERIC
The Little Wonder Café
48-50 Hornsey Road, London, N7 7B

Prediction: “I'll go 2-1 Arsenal”

CHRIS
The Hope Workers’ Café
111 Holloway Road, London, N7 8LT

Prediction: “It'll be a tight game
but Arsenal will squeeze it 3-2.”
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It’s Not All
About The

Benjamins

Can success be bought? Arseblogger of arseblog.com
examines how the two North London clubs have spent
their money — and how wisely.

Since the inception of the Premier League Spurs have spent

a grand total of £366,850,000 on players, taking in a total

of £202,017,500. In the same period Arsenal have spent
£269,940,000, bringing in £237,324,000. That makes Spurs’
average spend per season over £9m; Arsenal’s is just below g2m.*

It’s even more interesting when you look at the figures from
2004 to the present day. Spurs have spent £249,000,000 while
player sales have brought in £163,550,000. That’s an average
spend of £14m+ per season. Since 2004 Arsenal have spent
£112,050,000, brought in £138,320,000 and made an average
profit per season of £4,378,000.

Spurs are obviously an ambitious club. They’ve gone out and
hired managers who, at the time, have been lauded as among
the best in Europe. Jaques Santini was the former French
national team manager; he lasted just 13 games before he
resigned. Juande Ramos did great things with Sevilla and
Spurs wanted him badly, but the way they went about bringing
him in left much to be desired. Martin Jol was effectively a
dead man walking after what appeared to be good work from
where I was watching. He got them to fifth, their highest ever
Premier League finish, consolidated them in that position,
then was remarkably sacked during a UEFA Cup game by
Daniel Levy. It was on Sky Sports News before Jol knew anything
about it.

And while Ramos brought silverware in the shape of the Carling
Cup he struggled in the league and he too was sacked. It wasn’t
for lack of money to spend either: in his short period at the club
he brought in Alan Hutton, Jonathan Woodgate, Luka Modric,
Giovani dos Santos, Heurelho Gomes, David Bentley, Roman
Pavlyuchenko and Vedran Corluka for a combined total of over
£80m.

A poor start to the 2008-9 season saw Ramos sacked and replaced
by Harry Redknapp who has so far spent well over £70m on
new players. Spurs have thrown a lot of money around, desperate
to try and break into the top four. They nearly did it under
Martin Jol but the magic of Highbury and dodgy lasagna meant
Arsenal pipped them to the post on the final day of the season.

Since Arséne Wenger joined Arsenal in 1996 Spurs have had,
including caretakers, 13 managers. One manager for every year

of Wenger’s reign. They tried the unknown foreigner approach
which worked so well for Arsenal but Christian Gross was no
Wenger. They tried the successful ex-Arsenal man but George
Graham and Spurs were never going to be lengthy bedfellows.
The legendary former player, Glenn Hoddle? Nope, that didn’t
work either. The foreigners with top class reputations ended
up sunk at White Hart Lane, and now it’s Harry Redknapp,
who’d manage a Serial Killers XI if the money was right.

And the one constant throughout has been Arséne Wenger.
Going back to the numbers above it is quite remarkable that
in the 2004-2009 period Arsenal have made a profit whilst
maintaining their position in the top four - as well as making
the huge move to a new stadium. Spurs have spent a fortune
for one Carling Cup and a team which has, one season apart,
never troubled the top four. And the manager who got them to
that position was shafted, humiliated and sacked.

Now, I'm not suggesting Arséne Wenger is perfect. We all
have our opinions about what he should do, what he should
have done or what he didn’t do, but against the backdrop of
what happens at White Hart Lane you have to look at the facts
and what he has achieved with the resources at hand. Is there
another manager in the world who could do what he has done?
Is there another manager in the world who would have chosen
to go down the path he has, knowing how little he’d have to
spend? Could any other manager keep a team of youngsters in
the top four in the most competitive league in the world whilst
making a net profit on transfer dealings?

The last four years have been frustrating for Arsenal fans,
waiting for the team to grow up, waiting for the league title to
come home, seeing the lack of experience cost the team dearly
at times, but the backdrop of constant managerial upheaval
and huge spending at White Hart Lane proves that spending
big is not always the way to success.

For all their big money deals, and there have been plenty,
Spurs have never come close to matching Arsenal’s best ever
signing - Arséne Wenger in 1996 on a long-term contract for
an undisclosed fee.

* figures sourced from www.topspurs.com

Under normal circumstances, the signing of a Belgian defender for £10m would hardly merit column inches. But as if the spotlight
of being the club’s only summer signing and most expensive defender ever wasn’t enough, then five goals in his first eleven games
and some high-octane performances quickly ensured early season cult hero status for Arsenal’s new centre-half Thomas Vermaelen.

We've (3ot

Vermaelen

Rotorgoat of Eastlower.co.uk on Arsenal’s surprising
early contender for the Golden Boot...

Of course, most Arsenal fans have been crying out for a high quality central defender since a by-then deteriorating Sol Campbell
left the club in 2006. Gallas and Toure rarely seemed ideal bedfellows - and they certainly weren’t best buddies - and yet the
threesome of Senderos, Djourou and Silvestre never did enough to dislodge them permanently. Indeed, the latter trio remain little
more than a supporting cast this season.

For those schooled on the legendary back four - a snarling, compact and rarely-changing unit that in its 1991 heyday conceded
a mere 18 league goals - the very fact that last season Wenger used eight separate centre-half pairings, at the cost of 37 league
goals, says it all.

So it really was no surprise to see Wenger put his hands in his notoriously zipped-up pockets to buy a centre-back - if anything,
it was a blessed relief. However, in true Wenger style, nobody knew much about the man he bought - at least not at the time.

Doubts were immediately raised about his height, a recurring theme the previous season when set pieces were our defensive un-
doing and our back line seemed at times compulsively incapable of keeping a lead. Being fed on a diet of Brede Hangeland rumours
all summer didn’t help, either. However, the official Arsenal site says he’s six foot on the dot, and while he’s clearly not colossal,
Wenger has nevertheless been at pains to remind us that “being good in the air is not always linked with size and he has shown that”.

In truth, the only real surprise has been how much of an impact he’s made. He came straight into the side and took no time to
cement his place there. It’s not that he’s single-handedly solved all of Arsenal’s defensive concerns - Arsenal have leaked a fair
few league goals already, and it would be disingenuous to suggest that he’s entirely guiltless - but he’s injected some real drive,
vigour and steel into our defence. Better still, he seems to have reinvigorated the complicated but accomplished William Gallas.

Many of the plaudits, though, have come as a result of his striker’s eye for goal, and that aspect of his game really does deserve
the final word here. Bullet headers, crisp volleys from outside the box and left-foot thunderbolts - he’s a menace going forward
and yet another arrow in Wenger’s goalscoring quiver. Vermaelen seems as comfortable outside the box as he is in it.

So far, it’s safe to say Vermaelen has been money well spent.
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1971 And All That

Younger fans will remember The Invincibles clinching the league at White Hart Lane, but they weren’t the first.
Goonerbolic of Goonerholic.com elaborates on bis favourite derby...

There are not many advantages to reaching, or even passing,
the age of fifty, but Arsenal supporters of that vintage were
blessed to witness several unforgettable events. Those of us who
had grown up in the shadow of the neighbours in the sixties
experienced an unbelievable night in May 1970, when the
European Fairs Cup was clinched on an emotional and dramatic
evening at Highbury, and celebrated with a good-natured pitch
invasion. Little did we know that just a year later we would witness
even more euphoria at the other end of the Seven Sisters Road.

As the 1970-71 season unfolded it was clear that Arsenal were
the only real challengers to Leeds United. Fate decreed that the
final match saw the title contenders and FA Cup Finalists away
to the neighbours who had claimed the first double of modern
times just ten years earlier.

Young fans don’t believe me that whilst reserved seats were sold
in advance, unreserved seats and terrace spaces were available
first come, first served. It was pretty obvious there would be a
lockout so it was no surprise when we arrived between three
and four in the afternoon (for a 7.30pm kick-off) that we were
already at the back of a very long queue. Behind us thousands
were still arriving, and continued to do so. The High Road
came to a virtual standstill.

Around seven, or thereabouts, my world caved in. Following
the opening of the gates we had shuffled along, getting ever
closer to the clicking turnstiles and the biggest North London
derby ever. Three people from our target the doors were shut

in our face. White Hart Lane was full. Estimates of the number
locked out that night vary wildly from fifty thousand to a quarter
of a million. It’s a fair bet that there were more outside than in.

The old man tried to console me: “Come on son, well go
around the other side and find a pub with a radio.” That’s the
other thing alien to the younger Gooners today. There was no
television coverage of the title decider, just news cameras.
Then came a moment so unreal, yet so vivid, I will never forget
it. As we walked around the back of the shelf there was one
turnstile open, and nobody, but nobody was trying to use it.

A note of some persuasion, rather large I suspect, was pulled
from the old chap’s pocket and thrust at the bloke on the gate.
Seconds later we were in, and climbing the stairs to squeeze
into a space that didn’t really exist at the back of the shelf.

Although surrounded by Tottenham supporters we were not
far from friendly voices. It was evident that the majority of
the 51,192 lucky souls inside were of a red persuasion, having
come to witness the landing of the title on enemy territory.
That would be easier said than done.

The game was played at a frantic pace. Spurs were determined
not to lie down without a fight, literally at times. A favourite
tactic of theirs was to launch a high ball into the box and get
Alan Gilzean to clatter into Bob Wilson in the Arsenal goal. In
fairness Arsenal had a side that was well versed in the sort of
physical battle that was developing, and the visitors gave as
good as they got.

The complexities of goal difference, the method used to decide
which of two sides level on points would come out on top,
meant that a goalless draw would hand the title to Arsenal,

but a score draw would gift it to Leeds. We prayed for a win to
solve that particular problem.

Three minutes remained when Ray Kennedy climbed above
the Tottenham defence to head home George Armstrong’s
cross. It happened virtually in front of us, and I can still see it
with far greater clarity than the faded newsreel of the time. Cue
pandemonium, and then a horrible realisation: if Tottenham
scored in the last three minutes, the title was gone.

The longest three minutes of my life saw a rearguard action
the like of which I don’t believe I have ever seen repeated. Tot-
tenham threw the proverbial kitchen sink, and then more, at
the Arsenal goal. Bob Wilson was again the target for the most
brutal assaults.

Those three minutes seemed much longer than the eighty-sev-
en that had gone before. Then, it was over. I don’t remember
the Tottenham fans leaving, but they weren’t there any more.
Everybody was hugging everybody else. There were lots of
tears of joy, and then I looked down and there was just a sea of
Arsenal supporters celebrating just as they had a year earlier,
on the pitch.

Once we reached the car [ just wanted to get to school the
following day. The Tottenham fans there had the bragging
rights for a long time. It was my turn now. Five days later I was
at Wembley as we ended their claim to be the only club to land
the double in the twentieth century.

[ feel extremely privileged to have witnessed that evening.
The limited allocation for visiting supporters at both grounds
nowadays may not have diminished the rivalry any, but the
atmosphere is certainly different. There will never again be a
night quite like it!

Arsenal’s Comeback Kings

Goodplaya, of goodplaya.com on why Spurs will be hoping to party like it5 1999.

Foreign players and a foreign manager. Paid more in a week than
the punters earn in a year. What do they care for the North
London Derby?

Well in the Arsenal case, recent history would suggest that players
and manager alike understand perfectly well what the fixture
means. Avoid defeat today and the noughties will have flown by
without Spurs winning a single league encounter. Surely few
such close rivals who have spent so long in the same division
could have such a lopsided set of results? Certainly City have
enjoyed far greater success over United than Spurs against
Arsenal. And throughout it all, three players born a long way
from N5 have been Spurs’ tormentors in chief.

That Thierry Henry was one of them is no surprise: he tormented
everyone. In his second derby, played on the day David Rocastle
died in March 2001, Robert Pires wore the number 7 shirt, cut
in from out wide and scored a classic Rocastle goal. He never
stopped scoring against Spurs, netting a remarkable eight in five
seasons compared to Henry’s five in eight. And finally, Emmanuel
Adebayor could be accused of many things, but not turning it
on against Spurs was not one of them. His eight goals came in
just three and a half years.

But even more telling than the goalscoring records is how in nine
of the last 19 games Spurs have taken the lead but never once
held it. And on almost every occasion Gooners had Henry, Pires
or Adebayor to thank. In 2002 it was Pires equalising a Ziege

free-kick. And then in November 2003, Spurs held a lead
deeper into a game against the Invincibles than any other side
would during that historic 49 game run. Their 5th minute lead
deservedly lasted over an hour until in the 69th minute Pires
again ghosted in at the far-post to set up an unlikely 2-1 win.
The following May it was actually Spurs who equalised in the
goth minute, but seconds later it was Arsenal who were Champions.
We were so perfect in those days that Robbie Keane’s late penalty
actually took a tiny bit of the shine off the celebration.

Often, Arsenal have played poorly but emerged unscathed.
In November 2004 the Invincibles were crumbling and the
defending shambolic. A joke of an encounter could have gone
either way until 13 minutes after coming on, Pires put Arsenal
5-3 up. We were again terrible at Spurs in October 2005 - Pires
saved us again. And how important was Thierry Henry’s
incredible flick to equalize with just minutes left in the pen-
ultimate game at Highbury? Without it, Arsenal would have
arrived at the Emirates without Champions League football,
which instead would have been being played at the other end
of the Seven Sisters Road. Arsenal’s record goalscorer’s slalo-
ming run and finish in the November 2002 game was his most
stylish contribution to the fixture, but that 2006 equaliser was
both his most crucial and his last. And how fitting that in that
move it was Adebayor, in his first derby, who set-up the goal.
From then on, Adebayor inherited Henry’s mantle in the fixture,
responding in consecutive years at the Lane after Spurs had
taken the lead.

The 4-4 draw of a year and two days ago will long be remembered
for David Bentley’s wonder goal and Spurs incredibly snatching
a point after trailing 4-2 with a minute to go. But it was also the
day when by common consent Arsenal’s dressing room imploded,
with spats taken onto the pitch and a captain subsequently
stripped of his armband after opening his mouth too wide.

Whether the turmoil contributed to the late collapse is hard to
say. This Gooner puts it down more to chance: a Gael Clichy
slip, a Jermaine Jenas wonder strike and a Luka Modric shot
that was either being easily saved or drifting wide until it
deflected, spun up off the post and fell perfectly for Aaron Lennon
to equalise.

The irony of it all is that despite all the fighting and acrimony,
for 75 minutes Arsenal (and Clichy in particular) really were
excellent, responding fiercely to Bentley’s opener and winning
the period between 14 and 89 minutes 4-1, thanks to Silvestre,
Gallas, RVP and, of course, Adebayor.

Then again perhaps we should not be so surprised. The history
of the past nine years and 51 weeks has taught us that irrespective
of other distractions, Arsene Wenger’s men have always had a
ready response to a Spurs goal. Now though, if Arsenal are to
complete a remarkable decade undefeated, for the first time they
will have to do it without any of their three saviours in chief.

Greatest Derby Moments

gdwessel: “Winning the league in the Invincibles year, with 5 games to go, and Patrick Vieira stripping down to his Speedos at WHL.” | TomMecNally1: “Tony Adams header in Cup Semi Final of 93, awful game but great to beat

the filth” | SoulbrotherTwit: “Thierry Henry’s solo goal - ran with ball from halfway line, sent defenders to the shops with shimmy, before scoring with left foot.” | TwelfthCylon: “Wrighty twisting & turning on the wing. Andy

Gray “He won’t get a cross in from there”™ Cross goes to DBIO, left foot to control, BOOM!” | manziket: “Seeing GG waving the team forwards after we scored to lead 2-1, shouting “Three! Three!” | Cloxdale: “Jens Lehmann

shoving over Stephen Carr in 2003 without any punishment from the referee.” | AhmedGooner: “Super Rob Pires’s first goal for us... In front of the North bank.” Cut in from the left, then curled it in with his right.” | MaJoz:

“when a gooner climbed the stand at WHL to tie a scarf around the cockerel’s neck.” | GeezyPeas: “Celebrating winning the league at the lane ‘unbeaten’- Nothing will ever come close to that. Memories.”

..Wiltord’s to his right, Bergkamp to his left...
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Thank God
He’s
Ourshavin

Gilbertosilver of Gunnerblog.com on the Gunner
who might have been a Spud.

August 31st, 2008. Spurs fans sit, eyes glued to Sky Sports News,
waiting for the flash of a yellow BREAKING NEWS’ ticker.

Any minute now, they think. Any minute now roaming reporter
Bryan Swanson will spot him at an airport, or getting out of a car
at White Hart Lane. In the studio, Andy “Four-Phones” Burton
will receive a whispered call or a tweeted message from Darren
Bent and the news will be confirmed: Zenit St. Petersburg have
crumbled. A deal has been agreed. Andrey Arshavin is a
Tottenham player.

Of course, as it turned out, he’s not. Nor was he and nor will
he ever be. Spurs fans with Sky on their telly, laptops on their
knees, mobile phones in their pockets and a fleet of carrier
pigeons out seeking transfer tidings ought to have spared a
moment to remember just how momentously catastrophic
their clubs attempt to lure Europe’s most féted players have
proved in the past.

Over the last ten years, Spurs have “almost signed” more
players than Harry Redknapp has jowls. Indeed, the likes of
Rivaldo, David Beckham and the original (and fatter) Ronaldo
have all almost joined Tottenham, only for the squad numbers
set aside for them to be filled by the likes of Ricardo Rocha,
Kevin Prince Boateng and, intermittently, Pascal Chimbonda.
Spurs have aimed for the stars and, for the most part, barely
struck the weathervane emblematised on their crest.

Following his spell-binding displays at Euro 2008, Arshavin was
undoubtedly a star. After missing the first two games of the
tournament through suspension, Arshavin catapulted himself
into international renown with an electrifying performance
against Sweden. A career spent entirely in the Russian Premier
League had done more than his pint-sized figure to disguise
his talent, but on the grand stage of the European Championships,
the spotlight was reserved for Arshavin. That one match dem-
onstrated the number ten’s quick feet, quicker brain and limitless
guile. Football purists purred; football managers pined.
Though Russia would eventually falter to future Champions
Spain, Arshavin’s fate was sealed: the big leagues waited.

Most sizeable clubs in Europe found themselves being linked with
the diminutive playmaker. Arshavin’s insidious agent, Dennis
Lachter (a man who enhances his pseudo-supervillain credentials

by insisting on referring to himself in the third person), would
drop the press the name of a major European club, and the
journalists had the simple job of post-rationalising the rumour.
Barcelona? Arshavin’s boyhood club. Chelsea? Abramovich
seeking to sign Putin’s professed favourite player. Tottenham?
Now that was trickier.

Why would Arshavin, whose stock was higher than ever, move
to a club who offered neither Champions League football nor
a realistic chance of competing for the top domestic honours?
Spurs, in spite of past travails when courting football’s elite,
were undaunted.

With Berbatov and Keane set to switch to United and Liverpool
as part of some kind of evil exchange programme, Tottenham
needed a signing to pacify their fans and galvanize the team.
Sporting Director Damien Comolli identified Arshavin as the
man, and negotiations were opened.

As Arsenal would find out several months later, negotiating with
Zenit and Lachter is no easy task, and so it was no surprise
when, at the last minute, Spurs’ pursuit of Arshavin collapsed.
When January came around, Arsenal needed an injection of
quality and Arshavin duly obliged. Whilst he verbally indicated
his interest in joining Tottenham, he didn’t offer to cut his pay
by half, as he did when Arsenal came calling. He didn’t com-
mandeer a private jet to fly himself from a Middle Eastern training
camp to Hertfordshire to force through a deal, as he did when
Arsenal came calling. Arshavin might have consented to join
Tottenham, but he was patently determined to be a Gunner.

August 31st, 2008 was a dark day for Tottenham Hotspur. I
doubt there’s much that can top the disappointment of missing
out on signing a player of Arshavin’s exceptional quality, but
Spurs managed it: they sold their best player, Dimitar Berbatov,
and got Frazier Campbell instead. For Arsenal, it was a day that
gave us an opportunity to swoop for one of the world’s brightest
talents. As ever, we succeeded where Tottenham failed, and the
Emirates is now graced by the Russian magician on a weekly
basis. Since arriving in England, Arshavin has shown an aptitude
for big occasions, scoring spectacular goals against the likes
of Liverpool, United and Celtic. If he replicates that feat in his
first North London Derby, it'll be all the more painful for the
club who “almost” signed him.

“If you’re not critical of
your club then you're

either a wafting fair-
weather foo-foo or a
complete mashugana”

Paul Kaye, lifelong Arsenal fan and the man behind
celebrated comic creations like Dennis Pennis, presents
new Arsenal film The Gooner Review 08-09.

The film documents a fan’s journey through the occasional highs
and many lows of last year’s campaign, featuring interviews
with Nick Hornby, Bob Wilson, Perry Groves, Joe and Clive Swift,
Peter Marinello, Tom Watt, Judge Jules and many others.

100% of the proceeds from the film go to Bob Wilson’s Willow
Foundation.

Two Halves spoke to Paul about the film, his club, and Thomas
“The Verminator” Vermaelen.

So you’re presenting a new film about Arsenal?

Yeah, it’s a bit of a warts and all end of season DVD which dwells
extensively on all the things that the Official Club DVD pretends
didn’t happen. It’s a healthy dose of honesty; I'm a great believer
in moaning generally and all the proceeds go to the Willow
Foundation.

How did you get involved?

Do you want the real answer or a made up one? The real one?
They rang me up and I said, “yes”. You went for the dull option
there.

Can you be critical of a club you love?

Without doubt, if you're not critical of your club then you're
either a wafting fair-weather foo-foo or a complete mashugana.
What went wrong for Arsenal last year?

The main problem was that we couldn’t hit a bloody Adabarndoor.
Adabayor always had a bad attitude in my opinion and he was
never treated as badly by the Arsenal fans as he likes to make
out. His Ashley Cole-style protestations are a poor defence
for his actions the other week. I mean if you can’t be arsed to
get onside during a Champions League semi-final then when
can you be? We're infinitely better equipped to win the league
without him.

Things seem to be going well for Arsenal this year. How do
you rate their prospects?

It’s all about Thomas Vermaelen. The Verminator. He’s the Vid-
ic 3000 Upgrade (as dubbed by my son). I've got a little feeling
that things are finally ‘purring’ the way Wenger imagined they
would one day. The other good thing is that traditionally when
we’ve been the victims of a witch-hunt (like the one we were
recently with Eduardo), we go on to win the League.

What would Mike Strutter say about Premiership footballers’
clean-living lifestyles?

Mike wouldn't say nothin’. He’s not gonna go round bad
mouthing the very people he supplies most of his hookers and
coke to on any given weekend.

Would you ever reincarnate Dennis Pennis?

Maybe tonight - for Halloween.

To purchase The Gooner Review 08-09 or for more information
visit www.thegoonerreview.com
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..They’ll do well to catch up with Thierry Henry though...



Arsenal’s
Spinal

Frailties

Symptoms: Disgruntled fans; lack of trophies.
E. Fyle provides the team with a diagnosis.

Vast amounts have been written on the present state of the
Arsenal, principally in august publications like the Sun, the
Daily Star, the News of The World and Daily Fail. Whatever
you're reading, the chances are that you have become bored of
reading the repetitive obituaries about the impending death of
this football club.

It’s drivel: the current Arsenal side is an excellent team, it really
is. The endless predictions about Arsenal dropping out of the
top four have been made before and whilst the club should
never make the mistake of being complacent enough to think
that Champions League qualification is a certainty (especially
with Al-City around), the class of this Arsenal team should

not be so rashly dismissed. In players like Arshavin, Fabregas,
Vermaelen and Van Persie Arsenal have the requisite quality
to triumph.

The critics point to Arsenal’s tangible lack of on-field success
since 2004. The 2005 FA Cup is of course not forgotten, but is
seen as fortuitous by most neutrals - and many Arsenal fans.
So just where are the problems in this current Arsenal team
beyond the rehashed, hackneyed media clichés?

Whilst the modern football arena demands squad depth (see
Chelsea’s success under Mourinho) to cater for injuries and
fatigue, the fulerum of every successful team is the spine.
When Arsenal last won the league, the team had a core consisting
of Lehmann, Campbell, Vieira and Henry - how do the current
lot compare?

GOALKEEPER

Ever since Jens Lehmann lost the keys to the asylum, Arsenal
have been in need of a top-class shot-stopper. Every successful
Arsenal team has had one: Seaman, Lehmann and going even
further back Pat Jennings. I have never been fully convinced
by Manuel Almunia, and my doubts only deepen when looking
at the Spaniard’s sparse trophy cabinet. Almunia tends to veer
between doing decently in matches where Arsenal are coasting
and becoming totally erratic whenever the big occasion comes
along. The one impressive performance in a big game that one
would recall would be the Champions League semi-final at Old
Trafford - and yet Arsenal lost that match.

Young Vito Mannone has come in for a spell this season and
looks excellent, seeming to learn from his mistakes far quicker

than the more senior Almunia. However, it would be both unfair
and unwise to put the burden of the Number 1 shirt on the
shoulders of a young man who was not so long ago being asked
to keep out reserve-team level footballers (ie. David Bentley).

Remember: no team since the Premier League’s inception has
won the title with a non-international goalie - even Tim Flow-
ers of Blackburn was capped by England.

DEFENSIVE MIDFIELD

Arsenal’s new 4-3-3 formation is absolutely dependent on a
destructive and efficient defensive midfielder. The current in-
cumbent of that role, Alexandre Song, has improved immense-
ly from his shaky beginnings. However, Song is missing a vital
ingredient of any reputable holding midfielder: discipline.

He appears far too willing to swarm forward and on occasion
lacks recovery pace. His failure to assert aerial dominance also
prevents him winning second balls in the manner of a Vieira.

Furthermore, Song will be absent in January as part of Cam-
eroon’s African Cup of Nations campaign, and as yet there is
no adequate replacement. Perhaps fans can derive reassurance
from the fact that Song’s departure coincides with the opening
of the transfer window.

STRIKER

The continued selection of Robin Van Persie himself is not

in dispute: he is a magnificently talented player and one of
the few team members always prepared to fight for the cause.
What is debated among Arsenal fans is whether or not he
ought to be playing up-front alone as a traditional number
nine. Wenger claims that he plays Van Persie there because of
his excellent first touch - one of the Dutchman’s undeniable
qualities. However, playing the system that Arsenal play, I be-
lieve a number nine who has the pace to spring an off-side trap
and make diagonal runs right across the line would greatly
improve the attacking threat of this Arsenal team.

Arsenal’s previous title-winning sides featured Ian Wright
and Thierry Henry as the two main attackers. Strikers such as
those gave the attacking team an instant advantage: opposing
defences were too scared to play a high line because they
knew Henry or Wright would sooner or later be in behind
them. However, if they defended deep then they left themselves
open to being pinned back inside their area and being killed
by a predatory finish.

With Arsenal already in possession of a world-class creative
talent in Cesc Fabregas, the addition of a striker who could
get in behind a defence would give this Arsenal side an added
dimension.

Whilst it may sound as if Arsenal have a mountain of issues
unresolved, I maintain that the current Arsenal team is won-
derfully talented and, perhaps with a couple of additions, is
definitely capable of making the steps required to win that elu-
sive league title in May. Much will be dependent on injuries.
The last time Arsenal had an injury-free season was in 2004.
The result? The Invincibles.

The tragedy of The Invincibles is that they never went on to
establish a dynasty. Additions in the core areas outlined above,
combined with the undoubted potential of the rest of the
squad, would provide a spine for sustained future success.

Traitor?

Arseblog columnist Barking is boping Tottenbam’s
Diamond Lights sparkle again.

Back in the eighties, it wasn’t just the fact we were neighbours
that lent such emotional weight to our meetings with Spurs - it
was the simple fact that they were a very good team. We, how-
ever, well... let’s put it like this: we're talking about the Graham
Taylor years. We're talking about football through the air. If
you played along the ground you were violating some unwritten
law. Tottenham, West Ham, QPR (yes, QPR), Liverpool - they
played along the ground, mostly. But we really didn’t.

While I could never bring myself to appreciate Liverpool, I
couldn’t help but grudgingly admire QPR, the Hammers and,
most remarkably of all, Spurs. I know, I know: a traitor. But,
really, they played good football. I thought the Spurs team that
soon came together under Pleat was one of the best club sides
I'd ever seen play. Hoddle, the Allens, Waddle. Amazing talent.
Underachievers? Maybe. But they sure were impressive on the
field of play. I'd never have admitted so at the time. Only years
later when I watched Hoddle at Monaco and (the seemingly
unfit and tubby) Waddle at Marseille could I admit my
admiration of them. The continental game suited them both.
Would’ve probably suited our own Charlie Nicholas, too. But
he didn’t join forces with a teammate to croon an appalling
duet so he was just packed off to the Highlands.

I can only imagine that Diamond Lights is the reason Glen
and Chris were deported. I feel bad bringing it up. I've no
doubt a gaggle of Spurs fans might dredge up some equally
embarrassing exploit by an Arsenal player - but for the life of me
I can’t think of anything to compare. The thing is, I've noticed
that whenever I now hear a song from the good ol’, bad ol’
80’s, I find myself enjoying even the most repugnant tunes -
songs the like of which would have left me in a real quandary
if offered as the only alternative to disembowelment. The god
awful Culture Club, the ridiculous A-Ha, the not-really-as-
attractive-as-we-wanted-to-think-they were Bananarama. I
hear their songs now and I smile. Is it just nostalgia? Probably,
but then there’s Diamond Lights. And that still just makes

me retch. So Waddle and Hoddle were packed off to sunnier
shores. They were better off away from England. All really
talented footballers were then. How times change.

I don’t know if Happy Harry is the man to make Tottenham

a great footballing team again. I can’t say I hope they’ll scale
those heights, but only because I'm selfish and the fewer teams
out there who can cause us problems, the better time of it we’ll
have. But that’s the fan of a team talking. The fan of the game
wants to see good football, not just wins. The fan of the game
wants to see another great Tottenham team arise; wants to see
a team of slick passing and clever running. A team like that
which I should’ve hated but couldn’t help but admire. Today
will be a good indicator as to how likely that is.

Hallong!n

Headlines

by Barking.

You can already hear the cogs clicking from the bars and dives of Fleet Street as assembled hacks devise ever more ingenious,
poetic and downright post-modern headlines ahead of schedule thanks to the inspiration of a pint or two of bitter (Times), lager

(Sun, et al), stout (Guardian), and Stoli (Independent):

“Horrorshow!”; perhaps with a photo of Fabregas mocked up with eyeliner, a bowler, and wielding a football boot as if a stiletto.

“Harry’s Rotters are a Chamber of Horrors!”; the Spurs team photo doctored (lightly as it turns out) to make them all look like waxworks.

“Foreign Frighteners!”; with a pair of horns superimposed onto Arsene’s forehead and a byline lamenting cultural diversity.

“The Day Before: Beatific Visions in Red and White”, with halos in the style of Russian icons singling out our numerous scorers.

Or even, God forbid:

“Mask of the Red Death!”, with Arsene’s pained expression, captured at the instant we concede a last minute equaliser, occupy-

ing pride of place across the back pages.

..He shifts it away from Carr..
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“I want to find a player that can go
to London and make a difference

When Danny Karbassiyoon signed for Arsenal in July 2003, he

was billed as a highly rated American forward of Iranian/Italian
parentage. During his time at the club, his versatility was put to

good use as he converted to left-back, making several appearances
in the Carling Cup, including scoring an absolute pearl against
Man City on his debut.

How exactly did your move to Arsenal come about?

I was initially spotted at a college recruiting camp in the States
in the summer of 2002. My main goal was to get a scholarship
to a top university in the country but I ended up playing quite
well and winning the Golden Boot at the end of the week. A day
after the camp ended, I received a call from Chief Scout Steve
Rowley inviting me on a two-week trial, after which [ went back
in December for another week. The Club let me finish my final year
in high school and I came back over for preseason in July of 2003.

Who did you mix with in those early days?

Seb Larsson, Mortiz Volz, Ingi Hojsted and I were always
together at the beginning. We probably spent more time in
the Enfield Nando’s than we did at our apartments. During my
second stint on trial, I'd stayed with Noreen Davies, one of the
landladies that provides digs for players. Cesc and Philippe
lived with her at the beginning of their Arsenal days, so I
naturally became good friends with them as my first year got
underway.

Why the switch from striker to left-back?

It came right out of the blue. That said, I was so far back in

the pecking order as a striker that I didn’t really even consider
myself in the pecking order at all. Thierry and Dennis were
starting most if not all the matches, and with the arrivals of
Jose Reyes and Robin van Persie, I knew I wouldn’t get to see
much action as a striker.

Several months before the end of my first season, Nicky Nicolau
went on loan, which opened up a spot at left back in the reserves.
I trained for about three days there before our match against
Watford. I'd never really played a defensive position in my life,
and I was all over the place. I played 90 minutes that Monday
though and from there I went on to secure the starting role the
following season.

Like a lot of youngsters, your first team experiences came

in the Carling Cup. Looking back, how valuable were those
games?

It was fantastic for me. When I first came to London, I had the
motivation and desire to knock Thierry off his pedestal - that’s
the kind of belief you need to make it a club like Arsenal. After
a season there, I realised it was going to be much tougher than
L had ever expected. My goals shifted a bit and I knew I'd be
lucky even to represent the first team at any level.

I played in three matches for the team, first against City where I
scored, then at home against Everton where [ started and played
a full 9o, and finally against United at Old Trafford where I came
on for 15 minutes at the end. They were all wonderful experi-
ences for unique reasons.

first team”

It would be easy for Danny Karbasstyoon to be bitter,
having been robbed of a promising playing career
by a succession of knee problems at the age of just 22.
Two years on, Two Halves finds that Danny has
not only found a philosophical perspective on bis

premature retirement from playing, but is forging

a new career as the club’s North American scout.

Presumably your goal against City was a real highlight?
That goal was obviously the greatest moment of my time in
England. I was happy just to have a jersey that said my name
on it when I walked into the dressing room. When Pat Rice
called my name in the second half while I was warming up, I
was happy to know that [ was actually going to make my debut
and not just sit on the bench. When I scored the goal, it was like
the sweetest of icings on the cake. Knowing [ had the Boss’s
confidence, however, was almost just as sweet.

Whilst the switch to left-back had granted Danny the chance to
impress on big stages like Old Trafford, with Ashley Cole and Gael
Clichy ahead of him his opportunities were always limited. He went
out on loan to Ipswich where he proved a significant success,
before eventually signing for Burnley in June 2005.

The switch from Champions League to Championship proved
difficult, both on and off the pitch. Whilst the team’s direct
style was less suited to Danny’s technical game, he also found
himself outside of the cultural hub that London had provided
“A lot of people asked me whether it was harder moving from
Roanoke to London or from London to Burnley”, says Danny, only
half-joking.

It was while at Burnley that a spate of knee problems struck, and
Danny returned to the US to attempt to recover. However, the knee
injury simply worsened, and subsequently, at the age of just 22,
Danny found himself forced to retire.

Do you mind explaining the nature of your knee injury?

I'd experienced knee problems in my teens but had them sorted
by the time I signed for Arsenal. In my last game for the Reserves,
I was tackled awkwardly and tore my cartilage again. I had surgery
and rehabbed all summer before eventually signing with Burnley.
I was kind of rushed back into preseason and knew for a fact I
wasn’t ready. In my second preseason there, my knee reacted
to a long run we had to do through the woods and on the road.
I knew my knees weren’t the best and wasn’t really pleased with
having to run on anything but grass. The doctor told me to take
six weeks off, and I decided I’d rather do that at home with my
family than on my own in Lancashire. I negotiated out of my
deal went home with the goal to get fit again and rekindle my
career in the MLS.

After rehabbing for almost five months, seeing three specialists
in Miami, Chicago, and Washington, D.C., I decided that I was
better off hanging up my boots. My bones were rubbing in my
right knee where my cartilage had once been, and if I had decided
to keep playing it could have put me through a lot more pain
than I was already experiencing.

It must have been such a blow to retire — how did you keep
your spirits up?

My close friends and family will probably be the only people
to really know just how upset I was and how upset I still am at
times not to be able to play soccer anymore. When I came home
and decided that it was over, I really had no idea what I was going
to do: I'd spent my entire life playing soccer. I basically stopped
watching the game altogether because it upset me too much.

My friends laugh because in order to keep my spirits up I basically
went to visit all of them at their colleges for six months. It was

nice getting to see my friends and family more often, and I relied
on them a lot to keep my mind off everything.

I was surprised by the reaction I received when people found
out I had stopped playing. The staff and fans from Arsenal,
Ipswich Town, and Burnley all sent me messages in the mail
and Facebook as well. It was incredible receiving messages
from people who remembered certain games I played in better
than I did. They’ll probably never know how much those letters
meant to me at that time.

After returning to the States, Danny kept in contact with Steve
Rowley - the man who had originally brought him to Arsenal.

When Rowley heard that he’d had been forced to retire, he
looked into the possibility of assigning Danny to a coaching
role in America. When that fell through, Danny started the
process of applying to university - until Rowley called again
offering him a job as Arsenal’s North American Scout.

How does scouting match up to your playing days?

I can’t help but think I have one of the greatest jobs in the
world when I'm sitting in a packed stadium watching football
for a living. It’s also an honour to represent the greatest football
club in the world in the world’s fastest growing football market.
I'd obviously rather still be playing, but I'm happy to be helping
Arsenal in other ways now.

How do you feel about young players now? Envious? Do you
think they appreciate how lucky they are?

You know at times I get a bit envious of the young players now
but only because I know how great it was being a young pro-
fessional especially at a club like Arsenal. It’s such an exciting
time for a young player when they start to play in the reserves
and flirt with first team appearances. The work is just beginning
at that age, and the reason so few survive is because only a
handful understand that. I wish I could say they do appreciate
how lucky they are, but I don’t think you can really appreciate
anything fully until you are completely removed from it.

What are your ambitions for the future?

When asked this question these days, [ have to answer in two
parts. First of all, I'd like to find a player that can get over to
London and make a difference in the first team at some point.
I'm also interested in improving the standard here and educating
the general soccer population about what it takes to make it
in England and what it means to be a professional footballer.
I'm currently writing a book that I hope helps explain all that
a little.

From the point of my knee, I'd like to eventually start to run
and be able to kick a ball again without having to worry about
swelling, pain, and scalpels. I haven’t been able to run properly
or kick a ball about for three years now. I'm in a constant battle
with my knee but 'm hoping my most recent surgery that I had
a year and a half ago will set me up nicely for the future.

Now away from the pitch, Danny is still making goals. Considering
the strength he’s shown in bouncing back from the end of his
playing career, you wouldn’t count against him achieving them.
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..Henry! What a fabulous solo goal by Thierry Henry!...
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What about all of the great moments over the years? Who could
forget Gazza’s semi-final free-kick, the late equalisers from Jenas,
Poyet and Keane, or the superb 5-1 League Cup thrashing?
Would the quality of those joyous moments not be diminished
by quantity?

Lying awake, wondering what life would be like if the crest on
your shirt held a cannon and not a cockerel, ask yourselves this:
Could I convince myself that there’s no way he dived? That it
really wasn’t a stamp? That of course it wasn’t offside? Could I
really be so deluded as to buy into all those lies? Could I really
stand proud playing in the park, walking down the street or more
importantly looking at myself in the mirror draped in the same
strip shared by such honest ‘ambassadors’ of the game as the
likes of Pires, Eduardo and Bergkamp? Could my heart really
ever be anything but lilywhite?

Of course it couldn’t.
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..A long distance goal followed by a long distance celebration!” | Clive Tyldesley, Arsenal 3 - 0 Tottenham, 16th November 2002
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The Choice

Rob Parker of Spurscommunity.co.uk is attempting to avert an identity crisis.
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Red or white? It’s a simple choice but one that’s caused many
a grown man to wake up in a cold sweat, wondering: What if?
What if I'd got it wrong? What if I'd chosen them instead?

On the face of it, surely life would just be, well, easier. Let’s not
lie, the Spurs road isn’t exactly the easiest one to travel, and
sometimes you find yourself wondering whether it’s all really
worth it. Whilst the highs often feel higher on this side of the
Seven Sisters Road, it’s only because of the frequency of the lows.
The last decade or so has seen us jumping out of frying pans
and into fires with disturbing regularity. Supporting Spurs is
laden with so many pitfalls that it does beg the question: could
you really change your white blood for red?

It’s a complicated rivalry. Some compare it to siblings who
compete against each other for success - and both sides have
certainly had their share of that overthe years. Others would
suggest it’s down to envy on our part due to being over-shad-
owed in recent years by our red-shirted neighbours. However,
at its very core, it’s a rivalry based on them being dirty, lying,
arrogant cheats.

Ever since they upped-sticks from their south-east London home,
travelled north and eventually bribed their way into the First
Division at our expense, those ex-Woolwich Wanderers have
held a special place in the minds of Spurs fans as ‘The Enemy’.
Looking at the history of their deceit in the game, surely I could
never feel the same passion for a club lacking in such class and
integrity?

Many families know the divide that can be created when the
wrong choice is made: it can be father against son - or indeed
brother against brother. And just as in arguments with your
brother, you search for something, anything that gives you the
upper-hand. Adams in rehab? Awesome. Merson bankrupt?
Terrific. Thierry Henry shows himself to be a flat-track bully?
Fantastic. Nayim from the half-way line... Ah, Nayim from the
half-way line. It doesn’t get much better than that. Sadly.

All of the above are incidents where Arsenal have come a cropper,
rather than Spurs standing independently triumphant. Of late,
success hasn’t been easy to come by for Tottenham. Could you
ever jump ship just to experience a little of the Champions
League high life?

It is a dirty thought but inescapable. And when you look at the
recent history of our clubs, surely it’s a no-brainer: it would have
been easier if you'd been born on that side of the fence. All the
heartache, stress and false-dawns would just disappear in the
blink of an eye.

Get a hold of yourself. Keep reading.

What about all of the areat moments over the vears? Who could
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